Map of the Madipe (Homeland of the Mas People) and Mawa¢ Dialects
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NoMm Nominative
Acc Accusative
GEN Genetive
DAT Dative/Instrumental
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BEN Benefactive
ClmM Similative
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“Jc Singular

pL Plural

plIT Past

PrR[ | Present
[Jurt Future
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TJuB Subjunctive
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PART Participle
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3 3rd person

1. Introduction



Mawae [ 'malPa\ ?el]

Hi, I’'m Heleuzyx. This is my submision for the 26th speedlang challenge on r/conlangs, hosted
by u/odenevo. The langugae I created, Mawae, is a tonal language with a mostly agglutinating
morphology. Here are the ways Mawae comply to the constraints:

Phonological constraints:

* Include tone and/or phonation that is contrastive on the level of the word or lower. This
could be tone/phonation that works on a word, foot, syllable, or mora level.

Tones are contrastive on the syllable level in Mawae. For example, mane "person.Nom.pL" is
contrastive with mané "person.voc.pL".

* Have some asymmetries between the set of consonants allowed to occur in the onset and
coda, meaning that either more or less consonants are allowed in the onset than in the coda,
or having consonants that only occur in either the onset or the coda.

All consonants are allowed in the onset, while only nasal vowels and the glottal stop are allowed
in the coda. See the phonotactics section below.

* Include at least two different strategies for resolving clusters or hiatus at morpheme
boundaries, distinct from how clusters or hiatus are resolved within roots. These strategies
must both be synchronically active.

In Mawag, clusters are resolved by deleting consonants and changing the tone of the syllables.
Each deleted consonant creates a different tone on the syllable. For clusters within roots, the
tones also undergo tone sandhi, while clusters across root boundaries do not.

Grammatical constraints:

* Have a closed or near-closed set of words within a broader class (nouns, adjectives, verbs,
demonstratives, numerals, etc) that take more and/or unique inflectional morphology.
Morphology here could be stem alternations (gradation/consonant mutation/apophony), or
tone changes, not necessarily affixes. How small this set of words is isn’t really important,
as long as it does not constitute a majority of a given class.

Only certain animal and plant nouns use initial consonant mutation as a way to mark the plural,
unlike adding changes on the conjugation suffix as normal nouns do.

* Have more than one morpheme that are complete homophones with at least one other, but
appear in different contexts. An example of this in a natural language are the various



English morphemes of the shape -s /-z/. This does not have to be an affix or alternation, and
could be two or more grammatical morphemes that are simply homophones with each
other.

The nominative ending -¢ is identical to the 2nd person indicative agreement on verbs. The
dative ending -uy is identical to the 3rd person subjunctive on verbs.

Sociolinguistic constraints:

* Create at least two dialects, each of which differs from the main language in at least three
grammatical or phonological features. These features need not be the same across dialects,
but each dialect should have at least three clear distinguishing features from the main
language. These dialects can be as distinct or similar to the main language, as long as they
are still intelligible. Denote throughout your description where the dialects differ from the
main language.

There are three dialects, the main one being the Central dialect. The other two, Eastern and
Western, both differ in multiple places (See Sociolinguistics section below).

Tasks:

* Translate Sx SMOYD (Just Used 5 Minutes of Your Day) or Conlang Syntax Test Cases
sentences.

See Examples section below.
* Document and showcase the language.

* Submit your document on or by the 15th of October, 2025.
2. Phonology

2.1 Phonemic Inventory

Consonants

Labial Alveolar Retroflex Palatal Velar Glottal

Plosive Pp Ip/ Tt Y Kk /k/ 7

Implosive Bb /6/ Dd /d/

Fricative Ss /s/ Xx /s/ Gg y/ Hh /h/




Affricate Cc /ts/
Jj dz/
Nasal Mm /m/ Nn /n/ Py y/
Approxima | Ww /w/ LI/ Rr/y/ Yy /j/
nt
Vowels
Front Central Back
High Ii i/ ih fi/ Uu /u/ uh v/
Close-mid Ee /el eh /&/ Ha [a/ ah 13/ Oo /o/ oh 5/
Open-mid Ee el eh J€/ Do [a/ oh 13/
Low Aa /a/ ah /3]
2.2 Tones
1. High 2. Low 3. Rising 4. Falling 5. Short (Checked)
44 g [al] 11 a[al] 24 d [af] 51 a[aV] 33 a[a?]

2.3 Phonotactics
CV(N/?) + Tone

C = all consonants, V = all vowels, N = nasal vowels {/m/ /n/ /n/}

Mawae is a tonal language, in which syllables containing vowels other than /o/ has one of the

five tones: High, Low, Rising, Falling, and Short (referred to below using their initials). The
tones are pronounced as in the table above. Syllables with the S tone are pronounced shorter in
duration in comparison to other vowels, for example [a?1]. Syllables containing the vowel /o/ are
pronouced similar to syllables with S tone, but do not have a glottal stop in its coda, for example
[31]. All syllables must start with a consonant. When a syllable would have started with a vowel
due to a morphological process, a glottal stop is inserted as the onset. Vowels in hiatus are
therefore pronounced with a glottal stop intermediately. A syllable may have a nasal consonant
in its coda, or in the case of the syllable having S tone, a glottal stop.

2.4 Tonogenesis and Nasal Vowels



Mawag¢ tones come from two sources: inherent tone or root coda deletion. All morphemes have
an inherent tone, which is high tone by default. A small number of morphemes may have a
different inherent tone. Roots mainly consist of one syllable, which can have extra consonants
{/p/ It/ Ik/ /s/ Is/ Iy/ /h/ [/ /1/} in the coda, different from the normal phonotactics. The consonant
in coda is only present when the next morpheme begins with a vowel, or if that consonant is a
nasal at the end of the word. If the consonant is not allowed in that position after morphological
processes (for example the next morpheme begins with a consonant), the consonant in coda is
deleted and the syllable takes on a different tone depending on the deleted consonant. Nasal
vowels come from a deleted nasal coda. When a nasal in coda is deleted, the previous vowel
becomes nasalised.

Coda consonant Tone
Ip/ 1t/ /k/ S
/sl s/ L
IATA VAo R
/h/ F
/m/ /n/ [y/** H

* /y/ is not deleted but becomes a nasal /i/, and follows the rules for nasal consonants.
** /m/ /n/ /y/ are not deleted when the following a consonant that matches the place of
articulation of the nasal.

Examples:

sar /sé&r/ + la /1a/ > sadla /séla/

sam /sam/ + kén /kén/ + tay /tan/ > sdahkéntay /sikéntan/

2.5 Tone sandhi

Mawae does not allows certain tone patterns within the same root. Tone sandhi occurs within
syllables of the same root, and does not cross over morpheme boundaries. Compound words and
affixes are counted as within the root, while conjugation morphemes or roots of a different
part-of-speech are counted as a separate root. Tone sandhi is counted from right to left in groups
of two syllables, and the second syllable of the group undergoes tone sandhi.

Before Sandhi After Sandhi
LH LF
RH RF




RR RL

FH, FR, FF FL

Examples:
td /ta/ + kéh /kéh/ + nih /nih/ > takéni /takéni/ > takéni /takéni/ (compound root)
keh /kéh/ + -1 /-1/ > kéhi /kéhi/ (conjugation suffix)

2.6 Vowel reduction
When three (or more) consecutive syllables have the same tone, the vowel of the middle
syllable(s) is reduced to a short 2 /o/.

2.7 Allophony

Phonemes are mostly pronounced as transcribed.

/p/ It/ /k/ are unaspirated [p] [t] [k]. Realised as voiced [b] [d] [g] intervocalically. /s/ /ts/ /dz/
/3/ are retroflex consonants. Alveolar [[] [tf] [d3] [1] are considered non-standard in the main
dialect.

/w/ is realised as a voiced bilabial fricative [B] intervocalically.

The primary stress of the word is always on the first syllable, and the secondary stress on every
other syllable that does not have /o/ as the vowel..

3. Orthography

3.1 Latin Alphabet

Completely phoemic. See consonant, vowel and tone tables above. Letters Ff, Qq, Vv, Zz are not
used. Additional letters are Dy, Ha, £e, Do. Tones are marked as diacritics above the vowel, and
the S tone is unmarked. Nasal vowels are written with an /4 after the vowel. The glottal stop is
normally unmarked.

4. Morphosyntax

4.1 Nouns

4.1.1 Case and Number

There are 8 cases and singular-plural distinction in Mawae. They are marked by a conjugational
suffix, directly added to the end of the word stem.

Case Singular Plural

Nominative -e -ne




Accusative -an -nan
Genetive -7 -ni
Dative/Instrument -uy -nuy
al

Locative -mem -lem
Benefactive -ka -nd
Similative -sam -lam
Vocative -ré -né

The tones on the conjugation suffixes do not undergo tone sandhi when combined with the root.

4.1.2 Irregular plural formation: initial consonant mutation

Some nouns do not follow the normal plural conjugation, but instead use initial consonant
mutation as a way of marking the plural. Most of these nouns are types of animals and some
plants. The conjugation endings are the same one as the singular ending for other nouns.

Initial consonant After mutation
/p/ 16/ /m/ /w/
1t/ /d] /s/ /n/ N/
/k/ I/ I/ N/
I8/ It/ 1dz/ /j/ 1/

Examples: bad- (pig): bae (pig-Nom.[|G) "pig" / wae (pig-Nom.pL) "pigs"

4.1.3 Definiteness

There is no definite/indefinite article in Mawag. If needed, the demonstrative articles powé "this"
and pote "that" are used. They go before the noun.

4.1.4 Possesion

Possessor - Possessed normally, Possessed - Possessor if the possessor is a pronoun. The
possessor is in genetive case. There is no alienable distinction with possession.

Examples: bd-i dom-é (pig-Gen.[]G house-Nom.[]G) "the pig's house"



dom-é ini (house-Nom.[ G 1.GEN.[]G) "my house"

4.2 Verbs

4.2.1 Personal agreement

Verbs agree with the subject person, but not number. When the pronoun is dropped, the number
of the subject is unspecified.

4.2.2 TAM
-1: Prefix 0: Root 1: Tense 2: Personal agreement & mood:
indicative/subjunctive/(imperati
ve)
Past: -k- Ist: -1/-0
Present: -m- 2nd: -e/-én / -é
Future: -@- 3rd: -a /-upy

There are three tenses: past, present and future, and three moods: indicative, subjunctive and
imperative. Tenses are marked by a morpheme before the personal agreement ending, while
mood is marked by different sets of personal agreement endings. Aspect is expressed using
adverbs and particles.

Examples: td@-m-i (hit-pr[-1ND.1) "I/We hit"
ta-P-a (hit-Cut-inp.3) "He/She/It/They will hit"

4.2.3 Modality
Modality is expressed by adding prefixes to the verb (it is a type of derivation). Examples
include sél- "can/be able to", tun- "must", and ja- "should".

4.2.4 Copula

The copula is a verb similar to English "to be". It is irregular in tense conjugation: xak- (p[IT)
xam- (Pr[]) xax- ([JuT), and the third person indicative agreement is dropped in the present
tense. The same verb also means "there is/are".

4.3 Adjectives

Adjectives can be expressed in two ways: by directly adding a root to the modified noun, or by
using a standalone adjective that goes before the noun for extra emphasis. The standalone
adjectives are formed by the adjectival root plus a suffix, usually decided by the meaning of the
adjective. For example -tak- colour, -yu- shape/size, -pa- quality and so on. These adjectives take



the case ending that agrees with the modified noun.
Examples: [0-tok-é ba-é (red-colour-NoM. ]G pig-NoMm. [ G) = [0-bd-é (red-pig-Nom.[ |G) "red
pig" Comparative and superlative adjectives are expressed with adverbs go "more" and xdy

"most".

4.4 Participles
Participles are formed by {verb root + -(3)j(2)-} for intransitive verbs, or {verb root + -(3)n(a)- +
Obj} for transitive verbs. They function like adjectives and agrees with the case of the noun.

4.5 Adverbs and particles
Adverbs go before the words they modify. Adverbs can be used to modify verbs and adjectives.

4.6 Postpositions

Postpositions go after the nouns. Depending on the case of the noun, the same postposition could
have different meanings, for example:

2gJ at (+roc) / to (+acc) / from (+GEN)

dom-méem 5g5 "at the house", dom-an 5g5 "to the house", dom-i 3g5 "from the house"

4.7 Pronouns
Subject pronouns can be dropped (pro-drop language). When the pronoun is dropped the
number of the subject is ambiguous. The conjugation of pronouns is irregular:

Isg 2sg 3sg Iplin. Ipl ex. 2pl 3pl Reflex.
Nom. ) sé kae mé de X0 nae rome
Acc. in sen kaan men dén xon ndan roman
Gen. ini ST kai meni dent X0l nat romi
Dat. inuy sun kaun meénuny denupy xoun nauy romuy
Loc. imém semem | kameém | memem | démeém | xomém | namém | romém
Ben. tka séka kaka mekad deéka xoka naka rohka
Sim. Isam sesam kasam | mésam | deésam xosam nasam | rohsam
Voc. iré séré karé meré deré xoré narée rohré




4.8 Syntax

4.8.1 Word order

VSO is the default word order.

Example: Ta-m-a mds-é ba-an jét-uy. (hit-pr[J-1ND.3 person-NoM. G pig-Acc.[]G stick-DAT.[1G)
"The person hit the pig with the stick."

4.8.2 Topic marker

Mawae is a topic-prominent language. When needed, the topic is moved to the beginning of the
sentence before a topic marker. There are three topic markers for different subjects: # for people,
¢ for pronouns, and wa for other nouns.

Examples:

Tama mase baan jétun. The person hits the pig with the stick.

U mdsé tama baan jétuy. It is the person that hits the pig with the stick.
U bdan tama masé jétiy. The pig is hit with the stick by the person.

Wa jétun tama mase baan. It is the stick that the person hit the pig with.

4.8.3 Complex sentences
Complex sentences can be expressed either using participles or relative clauses. The relative
pronoun is jo.

4.8.4 Questions
Yes-no questions are formed by adding a particle kd to the end of the sentence. W-Questions are
formed by putting the question pronouns #0- in the place of the noun.

Example: Wa t6-mém 5g5 xom dom-é? (top what-Loc.[]G at be.PrR[J-IND.3 house-NoM. []G)
"Where is the house?"

4.9 Derivations

Mawage is a right-headed language, i.e. the head of the noun phrase is at the end. New words are
formed by compounding root morphemes.

Example: The language name Mawa¢ comes from the roots mas- "person" and wd- "language",
combined into mawad- (tone sandhi), with the nominative ending -€.

5. Sociolinguistics

5.1 Dialects

There are three dialects of the language: Central, Western and Eastern. See the map at the end of
the document for their locations. The central dialect is the standard as described above. All
dialects are mutually intelligible. The differences in the other dialects are explained below:



5.2 Western dialect
This dialect is closer to the Central dialect than the Eastern one. The main differences are slight
variations in lexical roots and differences in phonology, while the grammar is mostly the same.

Phonological differences:

Retroflex consonants /s/ /ts/ /dz/ /3/ are realised as palatal consonants [J] [t/] [d3] [1].
Palatalisation of alveolar obstruents before high vowels /i/ /e/ result in /t/ /d/ /s/ being palatalised
into [tf] [d3] [J].

/a/ is realised as a front [].

Implosives /b/ /d/ are often realised as prenasalised consonants ["b] and [d].

Grammatical differences:
The subjunctive mood was lost and replaced with the past tense and adverb cin (from verb ciy-
"become")

5.3 Eastern dialect
This dialect diverges more significantly compared to the Western dialect. Other than differences
in vocabulary and phonology, the main highlight is the different syntax of this dialect.

Phonological differences:

/y/ and /h/ are realised as uvular fricatives [g] and [].

/w/ is realised as [v].

Vowels /e/ /o/ were raised to [e] and [o0], while original /e/ and /o/ were lengthened into [e:] and

[o:].

Grammatical differences:

Due to the loss of the topic marker, the word order became V2, with the topic of the sentence
before the verb. Starting a sentence with a verb or using a topic marker is only used in formal
settings.

Examples:

Word order in this dialect: Mase tama baan jétun.

Unnatural orders: Tdma mdseé baan jétuy. / U mdsé tama baan jéti.

6. Examples

6.1.

Lasoka buyue bumoe ini.

['laVsol kal "buijul ?el '6ulmoi ?el ?i\nil]




lah-sox-k-a

bl-yh-&

bl-mo-¢

1ni.

away-walk-p[IT-IND

small-size-Nom. []

small-cat-Nom. []

1.Gen.[JG

3 G G
"My little kitten walked away." (CSTC17)
0.2.

Wa powé gixe sélo lapuna.

[wal 'poipel "yilsel 'sellol 'laVpul pal]

wa [ powé | gix-¢ sélo lah-pin-@-a

ToP | this fog-Nom.[] | maybe | away-disperse-[ UT-IND.3

G

"This mist will probably clear away." (CSTC33)

6.3.

Wa huji dinan yonka Tome.

[wal "huldzi\ "didnanl 'nonikal 'toimel]

G

3

wa | hgj-1 dir-nan non-k-a Tom-¢
ToP | monkey-Gen.[| [ trick-acc.pL | laugh-plIT-ND. | Tom-NoM.[ ]G

"Tom laughed at the monkey's tricks." (CSTC64)

6.4.

Luhka mune t2bolonoweséhne bukone kamem cu.

['lt1kal ‘'muinel 'to1601131n31 Pe?4s€1 nel 'buikol nel 'kalmeml tsul]

lim-k-a

mu-ne

t3-bol-ona-wék-sén-né

bu-kor-ne

dan

head-wear-parT-flower-ring-Nom.p

L

small-girl-Nom.PL




kih-mém ca

bonfire-Loc.[J¢ | around

"Many little girls with wreaths of flowers on their heads danced around the bonfire."
(CSTC68)

6.5.

Kéé poweé mihan esohjian db.

['kel?e1 'poifel ‘'mithanl 'e?4s31 dzii1?anl dol]

ké-m-¢ poéwé | mih-an ¢k-sdm-ji-an dd

keep-pr[]-mmP. | this secret-acc.[16 | next-sun-time-acc.[JG | until

2

"Keep this secret until tomorrow." (CSTC105)




